
Mysteries of the
WEATHERFORD

Unanswered
Questions from the
history of Arizona’s
Oldest Continually-
Operating Hotel

featuring:

What caused seemingly well-regarded Prescott
contractor Henry Rockmark to unleash a spray of
bullets in our lobby in 1912?

Did President Theodore Roosevelt really ever stay at
the Weatherford?

Drew Purcell



During the fall of 1912, Prescott-based contractor
Henry Rockmark was staying at the Weatherford
Hotel while working on a lucrative contract  ($3,141!)
for building renovations at Northern Arizona Normal
School (currently NAU) on what is now  “Old Main.”

Newspaper accounts attest that on the night of
October 4, under the influence of alcohol, Rockmark
“went amuck” and unloaded his 45 calibre six-
shooter. After the front desk clerk contacted the
Sheriff’s Office (a phone system had been installed a
mere three years before, based out of what is now
the Exchange Pub), Sheriff Fairchild arrived with a
deputy and after a struggle, Rockmark was shot
dead. 

While we will never know exactly what caused Henry
Rockmark to act this way, I’ve collected some
contemporary accounts that may paint a bigger
picture of the situation.

Please join me in consulting the following newspaper
clippings in order to shed light on the situation.

The Strange
Case of Henry
Rockmark

Key to newspaper sources:

AR: Arizona Republic
BDR: Bisbee Daily Review

CAML: The Copper Area and Morenci Leader (Clifton/Morenci)
CS: Coconino Sun (Flagstaff, precursor to AZ Daily Sun)

WDM: Winslow Daily Mail
WJM: Weekly Journal Miner (Prescott)

WN: Williams New
TC: Tucson Citizen

Disclaimer:
Please note that

despite my BS from
NAU in History (which
took me ten years to

finish), I’m no real
historian, as anyone

who flips through this
can probably tell. 

Please forgive any
errors in content,

omissions,  grammar,
etc., and reach out to

let me know of any
mistakes you find or

any research that turns
up adding to or

contradicting what I
present here.

-Drew Purcell
drewcpurcell@hotmail.

com



Henry Rockmark in the years
leading-up to his death

WJM, 5-19-1909
(first mention of full name)

WJM, 7-6-1910

WJM, 10-13-1909

WJM, 4-13-1904
(first presumed mention in

Prescott)



Henry Rockmark in the years leading-up to his death
(continued)

AR, 5-29-1910

WJM, 4-3-1912

WJM, 6-29-1910

*check out the appendix for
more info on the Arizona
Pioneers’ Home in Prescott --
it’s unrelated to the case, but
worth the read!

CS, 8-9-1912



Accounts of
the Shooting

CS, 10-4-1912



Accounts of
the Shooting

WJM, 10-9-1912TC 10-8-1912



More Accounts 
of the Shooting

WJM
10-16-
1912

CEML, 10-4-1912



Still More Accounts
of the Shooting

CS, 10-5-1912



The Aftermath
CS, 5-9-1913 BDR, 7-12-1914



The Aftermath
WDM, 10-19-1912

(two weeks after his death, the
news apparently hadn’t made

its way to Winslow)
CS, 6-5-1914

CS, 2-14-1913



Did President Teddy
Roosevelt Ever Actually

Stay at the Weatherford?
If the historical plaque outside the entrance to the Weatherford
Hotel is to be believed, by far the most notable person to have
slept at the Weatherford Hotel is Theodore Roosevelt. 

When the Weatherford opened its doors on New Year’s Day, 1900,
Roosevelt was the governor of New York, having assured his status
as a national hero at San Juan Hill during the Spanish-American
War less than two years before. Within two more years, he would
become Vice President of the United States, and following the
assassination of President McKinley soon after, he would assume
the Presidency, an office he would be reelected to and hold until
1909. TR was as much of a celebrity as he was a political figure until
he passed away from a sudden blood-clot in 1919, and historians
continue to regard him as one of the greatest presidents, as
evidenced by his placement on Mount Rushmore. 

Although it is often said that “absence of evidence is not
evidence of absence,” the lack of information about Roosevelt’s
supposed visit to the Weatherford is notable, as its inclusion on
the historical plaque is the first instance of this claim that I can
find. Since he was arguably the most famous man in America
during the first twenty years of the hotel’s existence, it would
have been major news if he had ever visited Flagstaff. I’d love to
be proven wrong, so let me know if other evidence turns up! In
the meantime, let’s look at the historical record to see what we
can find.....



TR & Flagstaff

CS, 5-9-1903
CS, 4-25-1903

CS, 4-18-1903

CS, 5-9-1903



TR & Flagstaff
(10 years later)

CS, 7-18-1913



Different Sides 
of the Aisle?

It seems like the closest the Weatherford has got to the
highest office in the land is that the hotel has been visited by
Sen. Barry Goldwater, who ran against LBJ in 1964, and
former second lady Tipper Gore. Unless we’re missing
something....

Although the early 20th century could
not have been as politically polarized
a time as it is now,  it’s worth
wondering -- even though the
Weatherford was the preeminent hotel
in Flagstaff in both 1903 and 1913,
would Republican (and later Bull
Moose) Teddy Roosevelt have chosen
to stay at a hotel owned by active
Democrat J.W. Weatherford?  That
may not have (and should not have)
factored in to a decision, but who
knows?

CS, 9-19-1913



Henry Rockmark was one of several contractors who worked on this
unique historical relic, which is still in operation. Here is info from
their website:

Appendix: The Arizona Pioneers’ Home
in Prescott 

For more info about the Pioneers Home, be sure to check out Life
magazine from November 3, 1947, which features an intriguing and
oftern hilarious story about the elderly Arizonans residing there.. 



There is no shortage of unanswered questions regarding the
Weatherford Hotel. Such as:

What was the alcohol situation like in the building during
Prohibition?
What was the nature of the power struggle between
Weatherford, his son, his estranged wife, and hotel manager
Lulu Hall?
Why was John W. Weatherford addressed with the honorific
“Colonel” despite never having served in the military?
Why did J.W. Weatherford leave a bequest in his will to build a
mosque, and was it ever completed?
When and why were the tunnels in the basement covered up?

If you like this type of thing, please let us know and we’ll consider
looking into these and other remaining questions! 

Interested in exploring more local history?

Looking for help with marketing,
advertising, social media, content
creation, PR, etc.?
Sock Hop Studio offers all these services and more for extremely
competitive rates. Please reach out if you’re interested in a free
consultation to discuss custom packages based on exactly what
you need and nothing unnecessary. 

Contact: Drew Purcell 
(928) 606-3828
drewcpurcell@hotmail.com


